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��Image: Arthur Jafa, Love is The Message, The Message is Death (still), 2016, single-channel video (color, sound) 7:30 minutes,

courtesy of the artist and Gavin Brown's enterprise, New York/Rome.
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shows of 2016. Andrea Scott of the �1�H�Z���<�R�U�N�H�U��remarked "Jafa’s 'Love' disrupts the whitewashing
of American culture with a black-centric view, one that is traumatic, ecstatic, and long
overdue." As socially pertinent as it is visually arresting, the video will screen at 1086 Bellevue
Street, an offsite location on the eastside of Detroit.

 
 
An artist reception will be held on Thursday, September 21, 2017 from 7 to 9pm. Free and open to
the public, the evening will include family style dinner, DJs, and drinks.  

 
 
Bringing art to nontraditional spaces and places in Detroit, Arthur Jafa’s presentation in a building
off of Bellevue, near Martin Luther King High School, examines what it means to live in America in
2017. Jafa edits scenes of black leaders, musicians, singers, dancers and athletes—the Rev. Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr., Barack Obama, Jimi Hendrix, Nina Simone, LeBron James — as well as
church soloists and choirs, together with videos of police harassment and brutality against black
men, women and children. Jafa mixes the found footage with footage he has shot himself creating
wide ranging and poignant references that confront the status quo narrative. The video is set to
Kanye West’s rap-gospel, �8�O�W�U�D�O�L�J�K�W���%�H�D�P. 

  
A schedule of public programs will accompany the exhibition.  The exhibition is accompanied by a
fully illustrated book featuring stills from Jafa's video essay �/�R�Y�H���L�V���7�K�H���0�H�V�V�D�J�H�����7�K�H���0�H�V�V�D�J�H���L�V

�'�H�D�W�K����with texts by Greg Tate and Christina Sharpe.
 

 
 
This book was published by Gavin Brown's enterprise on the occasion of Arthur Jafa's exhibition
from November 12 through December 18, 2016.  

 
 
Please join us for the Arthur Jafa + Greg Tate talk at MOCAD on Saturday, September 23 at 1PM.
This talk is free and open to the public. 

  
Jafa has collaborated with directors ranging from Spike Lee (�&�U�R�R�N�O�\�Q, 1994) to John Akomfrah
(�6�H�Y�H�Q���6�R�Q�J�V���I�R�U���0�D�O�F�R�O�P���;, 1993) and artists including Kara Walker and Fred Moten. He has
also been recognized for his work on the Solange Knowles videos, �'�R�Q�·�W���7�R�X�F�K���0�\���+�D�L�U and
�&�U�D�Q�H�V���L�Q���W�K�H���6�N�\ (2016). Explaining his favorite medium, Jafa has said: “Film is one of the few
things, particularly in the theatrical context, that takes up as much space as architecture but like
music is fundamentally immaterial.”

 
 
This installation is organized by Museum of Contemporary Art Detroit and Gavin Brown’s
enterprise and curated by Executive Director Elysia Borowy-Reeder. 

 
 
MOCAD exhibitions and public programs are supported by the A. Alfred Taubman Foundation.
The Ford Curatorial Fellows are supported by the Ford Foundation. MOCAD Operations are
supported by Masco Corporation, Erb Family Foundation, The Kresge Foundation, Bloomberg
Philanthropies, the Michigan Council for Arts & Cultural Affairs the J. Christopher and Anne Reyes
Foundation, and the National Endowment for the Arts. Additional funding for programming and
educational initiatives is provided by the Edith S. Briskin/Shirley K. Schlafer Foundation.

  



Images: Installation view of Arthur Jafa, Love is The Message, The Message is Death (stills), 2016, single-channel video (color,

sound) 7:30 minutes, at Gavin Brown's enterprise. Courtesy of the artist and Gavin Brown's enterprise, New York/Rome.
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MOCAD exhibitions and public programs are supported by the A. Alfred Taubman Foundation.
  

MOCAD Operations are supported by Masco Corporation Foundation, Erb Family Foundation, The Kresge Foundation,
Bloomberg Philanthropies, the Michigan Council for Arts & Cultural Affairs, Quicken Loans, and the National Endowment for the
Arts.

  
MOCAD's 20162021 Strategic Planning Initiative is funded in part by a generous grant from the Kresge Foundation. 

  
Funding to support the Susanne Feld Hilberry Senior Curator at Large, Jens Hoffmann, is provided by the Susanne Feld
Hilberry Endowment for the Arts. 

  
Curatorial support is provided by Noreen Khalid Ahmad.

  
The Ford Curatorial Fellows at MOCAD are supported by the Ford Foundation.

  
MOCAD Capital support is provided by the Michigan Council for Art and Cultural Affairs.

  
Mike Kelley's �0�R�E�L�O�H���+�R�P�H�V�W�H�D�G is commissioned by Artangel in association with MOCAD, LUMA Foundation and Mike Kelley
Foundation for the Arts with the generous support of the Artangel International Circle. Support for Mike Kelley's �0�R�E�L�O�H
�+�R�P�H�V�W�H�D�G is provided by the Mike Kelley Foundation for the Arts and the MOCAD Leadership Circle.

  
The ESB/SKS Junior Docents and other educational programs are supported by the Edith S. Briskin/Shirley K. Schlafer
Foundation.

  
MOCAD Youth   Programs are graciously funded by the the   John S. and James L.   Knight Foundation, Neiman Marcus, the
Applebaum Family Compass Fund, MGM Resorts Foundation, the Community Foundation for Southeast Michigan, the
Michigan Council for Art and Cultural Affairs, and MGM Grand Detroit.

  
MOCAD would like to thank our Leadership Circle (Jennifer and David Fischer, Elyse and David Foltyn, Linda Dresner and Ed
Levy, Marsha and Jeffrey Miro, Roz and Scott Jacobson, Danialle and Peter Karmanos, Sonia and Keith Pomeroy, Sandy
Seligman and Gil Glassberg, and, Julie Reyes Taubman and Robert Taubman) for making these programs possible: Mike
Kelley’s �0�R�E�L�O�H���+�R�P�H�V�W�H�D�G, Lectures, Poetry, Performance Art, Exhibitions, Film, DEPE Space, Music, Family Day, Public
Programming, Education, Literature, and Museum Operations.
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