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MOCAD PRESENTS

THE WORK OF TYREE
GUYTON: THIRTY
YEARS OF THE
HEIDELBERG PROJECT
RELATED PUBLIC PROGRAMS ANNOUNCED
OPENING RECEPTION WITH DJ CRAIG HUCKABY
ON VIEW SEPTEMBER 7, 2018
THROUGH JANUARY 6, 2019

Detroit, MI - The Museum of Contemporary Art Detroit (MOCAD) is proud to
announce two major solo exhibitions featuring the work of acclaimed artist Tyree
Guyton. Opening to the public on September 7, 2018, 2+2=8: Thirty Years of
Heidelberg is a retrospective ode to Guyton’s multi-decade outdoor installation —
the Heidelberg Project. Initiated in 1986 at the site of Guyton’s childhood home, the
project was conceptualized as medicine for Detroit’s east side community following
the 1967 rebellion. Over the years the project has evolved to span two city blocks as
an artistic refuge for locals and visitors from across the globe. Combining painting,
sculptural assemblage, and object-based intervention, the Heidelberg Project is a
cornerstone to Guyton’s robust artistic practice.
In the Heidelberg Project, Guyton ruminates on urban landscape and familial legacy
—creating public works that speak to a possibility of shifting paradigms in which
imaginative future and present reality live side-by-side. Using art to blur the
boundaries of architectural function and religious philosophy, Guyton’s work is a
reﬂection on historical impasse and speculative future. A key ingredient to this
practice is the use of materials sourced from various locations across the city.
Sourced materials act as agents for visual language that radicalize traditional notions
of public art and methodologies of sculptural practice. This exhibition is guided by the
formula 2+2=8, an equation that informed Guyton’s Heidelberg Project as a site of
interdimensional travel, inﬁnite possibility and community archive.
In addition to a sampling of works from the Heidelberg Project, 2+2=8 will feature a
brand new site speciﬁc installation at MOCAD that references his previous pieces
Street Folk and Giant Steps—works that explore the notion of “souls” in relationship
to the soles of ones feet. This new site-speciﬁc interactive piece will act as the
centerpiece to the exhibition and a moment for viewers to pause and reﬂect on their

own relationship to memory and time as inﬁnite landscape. Visitors can learn more
about the history of Guyton's Heidelberg Project by visiting our Black Box Theatre
which will feature two documentaries that shed light on the outdoor installations
greatest challenges, communal successes and impact on the city of Detroit. As an
exhibition, 2+2=8 speaks to the ways in which cultural phenomena and community
development shaped one of Detroit’s largest artistic attractions, and celebrates the
over 30-year project's impact on the contemporary artworld as a shrine to its past,
present, and future.

Following 2+2=8, on October 13, 2018 MOCAD will open a sister exhibition of
Guyton’s work titled Process, a solo exhibition that takes us on a journey into the
artist's mind. Trained professionally in the ﬁne arts, Guyton deciphers his craft across
mediums as a multidisciplinary artist. Process will include drawings and studies that
illustrate Guyton’s creative consideration and deepest inﬂuences. "The brilliance of
Tyree Guyton's Heidelberg Project and solo practice represents the best parts of artmaking," says curator Jova Lynne, reﬂecting on the artist's career. Lynne continues,
"the nature in which Guyton produces brings together archive and imagination to
disseminate a recipe for the future of our world. Weaving together city-archive,

spirituality, and ideology, Guyton’s work stands as a beacon for creativity,
determination, and survival. In this time of great uncertainty that we are living in,
Guyton’s work is a timely equation for our future."
Work that will be highlighted in Process includes paintings from Guyton’s “Faces of
God” series, portrait-based works that imagine city dwellers as god, an ever
changing entity and philosophy. Process will give viewers a glimpse into the artist's
inﬂuences and will include pieces that speak to Guyton’s relationship with family and
community — in particular his grandfather, artist Sam Mackey, who deeply shaped
the artist's practice. Process will present works that speak to the manifestation of
Heidelberg Project and the artists archive including sketches and photograph.
Please join us as we celebrate 30 years of the Heidelberg Project, dig deeply into
Guyton’s creative practice and bear witness to the process’ of one of the most
inﬂuential artists of our time.
MOCAD is proud to present the following public programing for 2+2=8 and Process.
You are invited!:
Opening Reception of 2+2=8: Thirty Years of Heidelberg
Friday, September 7
6pm – Member-Only Hour
7pm – Public Opening
Free (Suggested $5 donation)
Join us for the opening of 2+2=8: Thirty Years of Heidelberg. DJs Husain Salah and
Craig Huckaby will be playing Detroit soul until 11pm.
.
Related Public Programs
Rachel Adams: A History of Heidelberg
Saturday, September 8 at 1pm
Free (Suggested $5 donation)
Join art historian and curator Rachel Adams who will present scholarship on the
history of Heidelberg, its relationship to the city and its impact in the contemporary
art world in challenging notions of outsider art.
Tyree Guyton and Oneita Jackson in Conversation
Thursday, November 15 at 7pm
Free (Suggested $5 donation)
Join Tyree Guyton for a conversation with writer and Filmmaker Oneita Jackson.
Jackson and Guyton will speak about the artists career trajectory, deﬁning moments
of the project and the future of the legendary installation. Both of these public
programs will give visitors an opportunity to engage deeply with the exhibitions while
being in conversation about public art, radical process and artistic impact on city
communities.
Both of these public programs will give visitors an opportunity to engage deeply with
the exhibitions while being in conversation about public art, radical process and

artistic impact on city communities.
2+2=8: Thirty Years of Heidelberg and Process are curated by Jova Lynne, Ford
Curatorial Fellow at MOCAD, with curatorial support from MOCAD curatorial interns
Natalia Sarrazin and M Pofhal. Exhibition Management is provided by Zeb Smith,
Exhibitions Manager, and Tim Johnson, Exhibitions Assistant. Graphic identity and
catalogue design by Judith Banham of Middlecott Design. 2+2=8 and Process are
supported by a generous collaboration lead by Jenenne Whitﬁeld, CEO of
Heidelberg Project, and Elysia Borowy-Reeder, Executive Director, MOCAD.
Generous exhibition support for 2+2=8: Thirty Years of Heidelberg and Process is
provided John S. and James L. Knight Foundation with additional support provided
by Marti Meyerson and Jamie Hooper, and Jennifer and Dan Gilbert. The Ford
Curatorial Fellows at MOCAD are supported by the Ford Foundation.

ABOUT TYREE GUYTON
Tyree Guyton (b. 1955) was born and raised in Detroit, MI on the street that gives its
name to his most famous work, the Heidelberg Project. Though Guyton was
introduced to art as a child by his grandfather, his spent his early years in the US
Army. After returning home Guyton went to work in the automobile industry for Ford
Motor and later Chrysler where he was also a member of the UAW. Guyton ended up
as a ﬁreﬁghter, but eventually realized that his true calling was to be an artist. He
trained for two years at the Center for Creative Studies (now the College for Creative
Studies) but eventually dropped out after being told he did not ﬁt in. In 1986 Guyton
began to chart his own path with the creation of the Heidelberg Project on
Heidelberg Street in Detroit. An essential component of Guyton’s work is his
commitment to social change, and he has leveraged his art on Heidelberg Street to
redress the inequities caused by racism, economic imbalances, politics, and the
systematic inability of the government and other support agencies to help Detroit’s
poorest citizens. Thirty years later, the Heidelberg Project is a Detroit landmark. It is
internationally recognized as a demonstration of the power of the human spirit and
the resilience of the city of Detroit. Guyton’s solo work is featured in the collections of
the Detroit Institute of Arts, the University of Michigan Museum of Art, the Perez
Museum, the Studio Museum of Harlem, and many others.

ABOUT MOCAD
The Museum of Contemporary Art Detroit (MOCAD) is an innovative addition to
Detroit's vibrant Midtown neighborhood, and functions as a hub for the exploration of
emerging ideas in the contemporary arts. As a non-collecting institution, MOCAD is
responsive to the cultural content of our time, fueling crucial dialogue, collaboration,
and public engagement.
The Museum is located between the Detroit Symphony Orchestra and the Detroit
Institute of the Arts, Wayne State University, and the College for Creative Studies.
The cavernous 22,000 square foot building, a former auto dealership, has been
simply renovated to maintain its raw historic character. MOCAD’s ambitious series of
public programs includes lectures, musical performances, ﬁlms, literary readings and
educational activities for area youth. Mobile Homestead, by late artist Mike Kelley, is
a permanent artwork located on the grounds of the museum. It is both a public
sculpture and a private, personal construction – based on the artist's childhood home
on Palmer Road in Westland. The ground ﬂoor serves as a community event space
by and for a diverse public, as Kelley intended. MOCAD is generously supported by
individual members, private and corporate foundations, and government agencies.
More information can be found at mocadetroit.org.
MUSEUM CONTACTS:
Elysia BorowyReeder
Executive Director and Acting Susanne Feld Hilberry Senior Curator
eborowy@mocadetroit.org

MOCAD Support
MOCAD exhibitions and public programs are supported by
the A. Alfred Taubman Foundation.
MOCAD Operations are supported by Masco Corporation
Foundation, Erb Family Foundation, The Kresge
Foundation, the Michigan Council for Arts & Cultural Affairs,
the J. Christopher and Anne Reyes Foundation, and the
National Endowment for the Arts.
MOCAD's 20162021 Strategic Planning Initiative is funded
in part by a generous grant from the Kresge Foundation.
MOCAD professional development funding is provided by
Michigan Council for Arts and Cultural Affairs (MCACA)
through a minigrant from the Region 10b Regional
Regranting Agency, CultureSource.
Martin Creed’s façade project, Work No. 203:
EVERYTHING IS GOING TO BE ALRIGHT (2007), is
sponsored by generous support from the Alfred A.
Taubman Foundation, Gavin Brown’s Enterprise, Spectrum
Neon, and the Applebaum Family Compass Fund.
Curatorial support is provided by the Susanne Feld Hilberry
Endowment for the Arts.
The Ford Curatorial Fellows at MOCAD are supported by
the Ford Foundation.
Generous exhibition support for 2+2=8: Thirty Years of
Heidelberg and Process is provided John S. and James L.
Knight Foundation with additional support provided by Marti
Meyerson and Jamie Hooper, and Jennifer and Dan
Gilbert.

The Intersection, an ongoing program by the Ford
Curatorial Fellows, is copresented by MOCAD and
Science Gallery Lab Detroit, with generous funding from
the Community Foundation of Southeast Michigan and
MSUFCU.
MOCAD Capital support is provided by the Richard and
Jane Manoogian Foundation and the Michigan Council for
Art and Cultural Affairs.
Mike Kelley's Mobile Homestead is commissioned by
Artangel in association with MOCAD, LUMA Foundation
and Mike Kelley Foundation for the Arts with the generous
support of the Artangel International Circle. Support for
Mike Kelley's Mobile Homestead is provided by the Mike
Kelley Foundation for the Arts and the MOCAD Leadership
Circle.
The J. Christopher and Anne Reyes Foundation has
generously provided support for education and outreach.
The ESB/SKS Junior Docents and other educational
programs are supported by the Edith S. Briskin/Shirley K.
Schlafer Foundation.
MOCAD Youth Programs are graciously funded by the
Vera and Joseph Dresner Foundation, Neiman Marcus, the
Applebaum Family Compass Fund, MGM Resorts
Foundation, and the Michigan Council for Art and Cultural
Affairs.
MOCAD would like to thank our Leadership Circle (Jennifer
and David Fischer, Elyse and David Foltyn, Linda Dresner
and Ed Levy, Marsha and Jeffrey Miro, Roz and Scott
Jacobson, Sonia and Keith Pomeroy, Sandy Seligman and
Gil Glassberg, and, Julie Reyes Taubman and Robert
Taubman) for making these programs possible: Mike

Kelley’s Mobile Homestead, Lectures, Poetry, Performance
Art, Exhibitions, Film, DEPE Space, Music, Family Day,
Public Programming, Education, Literature, and Museum
Operations.
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The Museum of Contemporary Art Detroit (MOCAD) is an innovative addition to Detroit's vibrant Midtown
neighborhood, and functions as a hub for the exploration of emerging ideas in the contemporary arts. As a non
collecting institution, MOCAD is responsive to the cultural content of our time, fueling crucial dialogue, collaboration,
and public engagement. The Museum is located between the Detroit Symphony Orchestra and the Detroit Institute of
the Arts, Wayne State University, and the College for Creative Studies. The cavernous 22,000 square foot building, a
former auto dealership, has been simply renovated to maintain its raw historic character. MOCAD’s ambitious series of
public programs includes lectures, musical performances, films, literary readings and educational activities for area
youth. Mobile Homestead, by late artist Mike Kelley, is a permanent art work located on the grounds of the Museum. It
is both a public sculpture and a private, personal construction – based on the artist's childhood home on Palmer Road
in Westland. The ground floor serves as a community event space by and for a diverse public, as Kelley intended.
MOCAD is generously supported by individual members, private and corporate foundations, and government agencies.
More information can be found at mocadetroit.org.
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